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December 1, 2024 – First Sunday of Advent 
 
PRELUDE “Still, Still, Still” Arr. Evelyn Larter 
 Caitlyn carpenter, viola 
 

INTROIT “The Root of Jesse”    Douglas Kostner 
The root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations 

 in him the Gentiles will hope. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS              Rev. Dr. Peter Bynum 
 

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                         The Widner Family 
One: The world says, “All is lost.” 
All: God says, “All are loved.” 
One: The darkness says, “The light is dying.” 
All: The light says, “The dawn is breaking.” 
One: Fear says, “Cover your eyes and your ears.”  
All: Hope says, “Wait, watch, and listen.” 
One: As we light our first Advent candle, we pray for holy hope of God. 
All: Come now, O Child of Mary. Come now, O Prince of Hope. 

 

*THE PEACE  
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you! And also with you!  

 

*OPENING HYMN #82 – “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
 

MOMENT FOR MISSION  Christmas Baskets   Becky Gray 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)           Rev. Anna Grace Claunch 
Christ our Savior, you may not find us as you hoped. We have ignored signs and 

problems we do not wish to see. We have stopped listening to cries of anguish 
we do not wish to hear. We have failed to change things we know must be 
changed. 

Keep us alert, O God, to the needs of our neighbors. Revive hearts that have 
grown weary. Restore spirits that are burdened by worry. Refresh minds and 
bodies that are numb and disengaged. Reveal to us signs of your coming, so 
that we may turn to your light and find you again…            (time for silent prayer) 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

*GLORIA (#584)  Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high! (2x)   
    And on earth peace to all people in whom God is well! (2x) 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (in unison)   The Gray Family 
Holy Spirit, as we open your Word in this season of light, we ask for your 
blessing.  Clear our minds, open our ears, and free our hearts to hear what you 
would have us hear on this first Sunday of Advent. Amen. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING              1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
 



CHILDREN’s STORY TIME “The Polar Express,” by Chris Van Allsburg  
                                                                                                                 Rev. Bynum 
 

old TESTAMENT READING       Jeremiah 33:14-16  Rev. Bynum 
 

SERMON                               “The Light Ahead”  Rev. Bynum 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM        “Believe”    Alan Silvestri 
            Bill Sabia, drums 

Children sleeping, snow is softly falling. Dreams are calling, like bells in the distance. 
We were dreamers, not so long ago, But one by one, we all had to grow up. 

When it seems the magic slipped away, We find it all again on Christmas day. 
Believe in what your heart is saying, hear the melody that’s playing. 

There’s no time to waste, there’s so much to celebrate. 
Believe in what you feel inside and give your dreams the wings to fly. 

You have everything you need, if you just believe. 
Trains move quickly to their journey’s end. Destinations are where we begin again. 
Ships go sailing far across the sea, Trusting starlight to get where they need to be. 

When it seems that we have lost our way, We find ourselves again on Christmas day. 
Believe in what your heart is saying, hear the melody that’s playing. 

There’s no time to waste, there’s so much to celebrate. 
Believe in what you feel inside and give your dreams the wings to fly. 

You have everything you need, if you just believe. 
 

The sacrament of the lord’s supper  
Invitation to the Lord’s Table              
The Great Thanksgiving                  

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord Our God.  It is right to give God thanks and 

praise… 
 …Therefore, we praise you, with all the faithful of every time and place, who 
forever  
proclaim the glory of your name… 

 Sanctus  
  Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your Glory.  
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!  Hosanna in the highest!  
Blest is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! 

 Memorial Acclamation  
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! 
 

 Words of Institution                                                                          Jacques Berthier 
 

 Communion of the People      In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful   
                      (Choir and Congregation singing) 



In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice!  
Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near, lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNIONAND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

                                                                                                              Rev. Claunch 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we  forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

  THE GREAT AMEN (congregation singing) 
Amen. Amen. Amen. Hosanna in the highest! 

Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  
Financial gifts may be shared via Realm, by scanning the QR 
code here or via pledge cards found in the pew or at the rear of 
the sanctuary. 

            
 

 

  OFFERTORY “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Arr. Raymond Haan 
                                Caitlyn Carpenter, viola  
 

  *DOXOLOGY (#105) 
People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able; trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way.  

  
  *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

  *CLOSING HYMN #88   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (verses1, 6 and 7)  
 

  *BENEDICTION  Rev. Bynum 
 

  *POSTLUDE                    “Pat-a-Pan” Arr. Evelyn Larter 
 

You are welcome to stay and listen to the Postlude, but there is no expectation that you 
remain seated.   Feel free to greet your neighbors!      
 

* Please stand if you are able. 
 

Notice of Congregational Meeting 
On December 8, 2024, at the end of the worship service, a meeting of the congregation of 
the Larchmont Avenue Church will be called for the purpose of electing new church 
officers and three at-large members of the 2025 All-Church Nominating Committee. 

           
 



Announcements & Happenings 
 

PRAYERS FLOWERS 
Do you have a prayer request to share with 
our LAC community? Call our prayer line 
at (914) 834-1800, ext. 342. 

Today’s flowers are Given in honor of the Leclere family 
by Amy Hart. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FELLOWSHIP 
• Nursery care available in Room 114 

for infants/toddlers. 
 

MUSIC SERVICE 
• Mark your calendars! Larchmont 

Symphonia 12/8, 12/24 (8pm).  
• Student Quartet 12/15. 
• Children Guitarist Duo 12/22. 
• String Quartet and Flute Trio 12/24 @ 

5pm. 
• Advent/Chancel Choir is debuting 

today, and will be with us until 
Christmas Eve! 

• Midnight Run:12/7, 4 PM Russell Hall 
• LAC Food Connection. lacoffice@lacny.org. 
• LAC Christmas Gift program is a time-honored 

tradition that embodies the spirit of the season. This year, 
we are looking for LAC members to provide wrapped 
Christmas gifts/gift cards for 25 people in 10 families. 
Families will also receive a gift basket with Christmas 
goodies.  
Sign up for gift giving: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080A4CACAC29A31-
53545551-lacchristmas 
Monetary Donations: LACNY.org Giving page select 
Holiday Gifts in the dropdown menu or by to LAC with 
Holiday Gifts on the memo line. 

THIS WEEK AT LAC 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 
  10:00 am Worship (Sanctuary/Online) 
   11:15 am Coffee Hour (Russell Hall) 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2 
   6:00 pm Larch-Mamaroneck Youth Orch. 
(Chapel) 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 
11:00 am Women’s Bible Study (Carhart) 
  6:00 pm Deacons’ Meeting (Room 201) 
  7:00 pm  AA(Carhart) 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4 
 11:00 am Staff Meeting (Lindsley) 
   5:00 pm Youth Group 
   7:30 pm Symphonia (Chapel) 
   7:30 pm Chancel Choir (Russell Hall) 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 
 4:00 pm West. Children’s Ch.(Russell, Carhart, Ch.) 
 7:15 pm AA (Carhart) 

STEWARDSHIP 2025 

 
CONNECT WITH US 

 
Visit: www. lacny.org 
 

Senior Pastor : Rev. Dr. Peter Bynum 
(pbynum@lacny.org, 914-834-1800 ext. 308) 
Associate Pastor : Rev. Anna Grace Claunch 

(agclaunch@lacny,org, 914-834-1800 ext.303) 

  

 
As an Earth Care Congregation, we ask you to please recycle your bulletins. Thank you! 
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